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women. Prior to her work in Uganda, Sr. Colette
served as an elementary school teacher and
principal in schools in the Archdiocese of Los
Angeles.

Sister Donna Maria Appert

Sr. Donna Marie
grew up in the Toledo
area, where she attended
the Little Flower School.
Shortly after graduating
from high school, Sr.
Donna Marie entered the

Sisters of Notre Dame
community.
After working as

a teacher’s aide for over
a decade, Sr. Donna Marie got her teaching
credential. She accepted a teaching position at
St. Luke’s in Temple City, California in 2007
and came to live in Los Angeles with the Sisters
of Notre Dame. “Helping people become their
best is a special gift that I have,” said Sr. Donna
Marie, “and I feel blessed in so many ways to
be able to do this work.” Sr. Donna Marie is
currently on the faculty at St. Helen’s in South
Gate, a school originally founded by Sisters of
Notre Dame.

Srs. Donna Maria Appert, Mary Colette Theobald and Mary
Rebekah Kennedy in prayer during Mass

Sr. Mary Antonine Manning enjoys a moment before Mass with Fr.
Denis Ssekannyo, a Ugandan priest currently serving in Bakersfield

Sisters of Notre Dame Welcome Sister Mary Grace Leung

Sr. Mary Anncarla Costello welcomes Sr. Mary Grace Leung
after Sr. Mary Grace’s reception into the Novitiate

On July 17, the Sisters of Notre Dame
joyfully welcomed Sr. Mary Grace Leung into
the novitiate.

After a successful career at big
corporations including ABC and Hilton, Sr.

Mary Grace felt that she was being called to
serve and to enter more deeply into her spiritual
life. She had met with several sisters working in
Los Angeles, but when she met Sr. Valerie Marie
Roxburgh at the Religious Education Congress
in 2007, she immediately felt drawn to continue
to explore life with the SNDs. “I have always
felt that God was directing my path,” said Sr.
Mary Grace. “I just had to be open to it.”

In the fall, Sr. Mary Grace will continue
her studies at St. John’s Seminary toward a
Master of Arts in Pastoral Ministry, in the
hopes of ultimately serving in parish life. The
transition from being an independent, career-
minded woman to living in community has
opened new horizons, said Sr. Mary Grace.
She has also been inspired by the Notre Dame
family atmosphere, and, she says, “You have to
trust God.”
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Stretch Your Heart Comes to Many Mansions

by Sr. Valerie Marie Roxburgh

One of the events I coordinate
In my vocation ministry is our
annual Sisters of Notre Dame
young adult volunteer program for
women, called Stretch Your Heart.
This summer, we had the privilege
to partner with Many Mansions,
a non-profit organization that
provides affordable housing for
limited income families in Ventura
County, and assist with their
summer program, Camp Many
Mansions.

Six women joined Sr. Mary
Luellen Boeglin, Sr. Shawn
Marie Doyle, and myself at three
residential sites. I was inspired by
our volunteers who took a week out of their busy lives
to serve others, and to share in our SND community
life. It was a joy to have the volunteers join us for
morning and evening prayer, daily Mass, meals, faith
sharing, and community time. These remarkable
women came with open hearts and the desire to share
their gifts and talents with the children. They enjoyed
engaging with the young campers, assisting with the
activities, and participating in the daily community
life at Villa Regina in Thousand Oaks.

Many Mansions summer camp runs for seven weeks,
providing much-needed daytime activities for over
70 young people. The theme for our week was “Soak
City,” which concluded with a lively field trip to the
Lake Casitas Water Park.

Throughout the week we were continually impressed
by how dedicated the Many Mansions staff was to
the needs of the children. Beyond simply organizing
activities, the staff teaches critical values to the
campers, such as the importance of respecting others,

The Stretch Your Heart volunteers meet with Sr. Valerie Marie before
getting started at the camp sites.

sharing, looking out for one another, and being in
service to each other. These are such important
community building values in today’s world,
and they were evident beyond the camp itself.
Our volunteers were all impressed by how well
maintained the residential sites were. Joining the
Stretch Your Heart volunteers were teen volunteers
who live at the Many Mansion properties and who
had previously participated in the summer camps.
The friendly community spirit among the residents,
staff, campers, and volunteers was so welcoming.

As the week came to a close, I reflected on the
importance of community. It was a blessing to have
the volunteers share in our SND community life
during Stretch Your Heart. They were delightful
to be with. It was also a privilege to be able to
experience the wonderful communities at Many
Mansions. People helping people, is what it is all
about! In reaching out to one another, our hearts
are truly stretched.

The Sisters of Notre Dame were excited to welcome
these wonderful young women to the Stretch Your Heart
program. We hope you will consider joining us for a week
of reflection and service next summer!

Marisa Asseneth Rosales - Our Lady of Perpetual Help,
Downey

Teresa Castillo - St. Rose of Lima, Simi Valley

Corina Gaytan - Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Downey
Monica Krier - St. Louis DeMonfort, Santa Maria
Karen Rivera - St Francis of Assisi, Los Angeles

Stella Yun - Our Lady of Angeles Cathedral, Los Angeles
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Sister Cristina Marie Buczkowski Departs for Uganda

On August 7, 2011, the Sisters of Notre
Dame said farewell to Sr. Cristina Marie
as she began her journey to Buseesa,
Uganda where for the next three years,
she will be serving as a teacher at St.
Julie School. Travelling along with Sr.
Cristina Marie are the prayers and good
wishes of the Sisters of Notre Dame, the
Associates, and her family and friends.

Hearing the call to mission in Uganda,
Sr. Cristina Marie then spent two years
praying and discerning. Last summer
she spent six weeks in Uganda to further
explore her call. Sr. Cristina Marie recalls
truly relishing that time.

“I think the greatest lesson I learned was living in the
moment. You are so dependent on God’s goodness
and provident care, for your water, for the food, for
your safety, for everything. I was so grateful for the
opportunity to truly immerse myself in that goodness.”

In April Sr. Cristina Marie was formally appointed
to Uganda, joining her colleague Sr. Mary Colette
Theobald who is serving as Director of Formation in
nearby Mpala. Sr. Cristina Marie arrived in time to
participate in the Africa Conference on August 21, along
with California Provincial Sr. Mary Anncarla Costello,
and Superior General Sr. Mary Kristin Battles, and
representatives from the provinces of India and Brazil
who also have missions in Africa.

Sister Cristina Marie and students in Uganda

“I'love the children, the community, and the simplicity
of life in Uganda,” said Sr. Cristina Marie.“The
distance from modern life really attracts me. The
children wait for you as you walk down the road so
they can help carry your books and bag. They are
truly grateful to have us there, and they seek out any
opportunity to be with us.”

Sr. Cristina Marie’s commitment to the Sisters of
Notre Dame began in 2000 when she joined the
first group of associates. Today, her life is radically
different, and sister reports that she is grateful for
the opportunity to teach in Uganda. “I am in awe of
this vocation, this community, and this opportunity to
serve.”



